Tourism Holdings is on the ball for DHL Lions Series 2005

Rugby tour is one of NZ’s largest events

Johnston’s Coachlines – official touring coaches for All Blacks and The Lions,  

plus 80 coaches for Lions fans

THL Rentals and Kiwi Experience – official transport for Barmy Army with 

1,200 motorhomes and seven Kiwi Experience coaches

The DHL Lions Series 2005 represents one of the largest events hosted in New Zealand, including the America’s Cup regattas, and as New Zealand largest tourism operator Tourism Holdings Limited is playing a major role.  

The company’s coaching and rentals divisions are involved in the tour transporting players and the thousands of Lions fans that are visiting from England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland to support their team and, of course, to see something of the country while they are here.

Johnston’s Coachlines is providing the official touring coaches for both the All Blacks and the Lions teams and management, plus 80 coaches for Lions fans.  

Official transport for the fans travelling under the banner of the Barmy Army is being provided by THL’s Rentals division and its alternative coaching operation, Kiwi Experience.  THL owns the Maui, Britz and Backpacker brands, and nearly 1,200 motorhomes and rental cars have been assigned to the Barmy Army, while seven Kiwi Experience coaches will take to the road with Barmy Army passengers.

Wednesday, June 1:  While most of the rental vehicles will be collected in Christchurch over a two-day period prior to the first test in Christchurch on June 25, Barmy Army Chief Paul Burnham and his officers pick up their vehicles on Wednesday this week.

THL staff will literally roll out the red carpet for them but will be quick to show them that they are behind enemy lines!  Staff will have their faces painted white and black and will wear All Blacks black beanies.  Added to this, they have put a range of All Blacks items into the traditional Maui welcome pack, including the All Blacks official breakfast food, Weetbix.  

June 22-23: The next major date for THL Rentals is in Christchurch in the days prior to the first Lions vs. All Blacks test at Jade Stadium on June 25.  Over a two day period, thousands of Barmy Army fans will storm THL Rentals in Christchurch to pick up their motorhomes and campervans.  To ensure the operation runs smoothly, Rentals has embarked on a logistical strategy of military proportions.    

Following the test on June 25, the Barmy Army convoy of motorhomes and campervans will fan out to visit scenic spots as they travel north to the next rugby fixture, a regional one in Palmerston North (June 28).  After the second test in Wellington (July 2), they will make for Auckland where a mega camping facility has been set up for them at Auckland’s Alexander Park Racecourse.  A regional match will be played at Eden Park on July 5 and the final Lions vs. All Blacks test is played there four days later on July 9.

It is then the turn of Auckland THL staff to operate with military precision as the Barmy Army fans drop off their motorhomes and cars before heading to the airport for home-bound flights.

To help get the vehicles back to Wellington, Christchurch and Queenstown so that they are available to other customers, THL Rentals is offering special relocation hire rates starting at $55 per day and valid until the end of August.  Motorhomes are increasingly popular with skiers as cost effective transport and accommodation all in one. 

ENDS

Media Inquiries:

Maggie Kerrigan

Phone +64 9 309 9809

Mobile +64 27 243 6964

