With THL’s help, it’s win-win for remote Fiordland

Residents of remote communities work and play together and they are right there when it comes to lending a helping hand.  No where is this more true than in the Fiordland area, home to Tourism Holding Limited’s Milford Sound Red Boat Cruises.

In recent months, THL – Milford Sound Red Boat Cruises, Johnston’s Coachlines, Great Sights and Maui – assisted with two projects that have permitted much needed medical equipment to be purchased.

A heart defibrillator and a special case that allows it to be dropped from a helicopter and to float without damage has been purchased for the Te Anau based police who patrol the highways of the Fiordland region, in particular the road to Milford Sound.  

The equipment could well assist to save a life in the event of a person having a heart attack.  It is the same type as one based on the dock at Milford Sound and similar to those frequently seen in international airports.

Senior Police Constable at Te Anau, Phillip Robertson, who spearheaded the initiative, says: “It is comforting for everyone in the region – locals and visitors alike – to know that there is now a mobile unit on the Milford road.  We are very grateful for THL’s generosity and for the 50% discount that the Order of St John gave us when we purchased the defibrillator from them”. 

S/Const Robertson said previously any cardiac emergency on the remote parts of the Milford road would almost certainly have resulted in evacuation by helicopter to the nearest medical centre.

“And getting a helicopter into the area is always subject to the variable weather conditions in this alpine terrain.  If a person suffers a full blown heart attack, every minute they are delayed from receiving defibrillator treatment is critical to their long term survival.”

In an earlier initiative, Fiordland residents got a day out cruising on Milford Sound for the price of a gold coin donation and Te Anau Medical Centre received a new wheelchair valued at $2,000.  

This win-win was created by John Robson, Operations Manager of Milford Sound Red Boat Cruises, who was aware that many of the locals had not visited Milford Sound in years and that Te Anau Medical Centre was in need of new equipment.  He also wanted to show off Milford Sound Red Boat Cruises’ $6 million Pride of Milford vessel.  This campaign was run in association with Te Anau Travel Centre and Milford Deep Underwater Observatory and THL topped up the $700 raised to pay for the wheelchair.
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