Splashing About with Phoebe and Friends

Kelly Tarlton’s invites visitors to get into the tank with the stingrays

Stingrays, with their flapping wings and barbed tails, are hardly creatures most people would consider getting up close and friendly with.  However, thanks to a new hands-on experience at Kelly Tarlton’s Antarctic Encounter and Underwater World, that’s exactly what visitors to the legendary Auckland waterfront attraction can do. 

Ocean Quest, in association with Kelly Tarlton’s, has launched Stingray Splash – a 45 minute interactive encounter in which visitors get into a wetsuit and then get into the tank with these remarkable winged marine creatures.  The experience is restricted to a maximum or four people at a time, with two visitors at a time in the tank.  It includes the opportunity to assist aquarium staff to feed the rays and to learn about the life and habitat of the short-tailed stingrays that inhabit New Zealand’s coastal waters.

Kelly Tarlton’s showcases the stingrays in a specially designed open topped tank that has been constructed as part of a massive redevelopment undertaken over the past 12 months by owner Tourism Holdings Limited.

The tank’s inhabitants include Phoebe, who has a wingspan of more than two metres and weighs in at more than 200 kgs.  At approximately 40 years of age, she is one of the original rays brought to the aquarium by Kelly Tarlton himself when he established the attraction 20 years ago.  A number of the other stingrays there are her off spring – the pups, as they are known – that she has produced at Kelly Tarlton’s.  

Aquarium curator Andrew (AJ) Christie says:  “Stingray Splash is a truly awesome experience.  The rays might be big and scary looking but they are really just like big, friendly puppies and each has their own personality.  Ocean Quest’s highly trained staff are in the tank at all times with the visitors.  Equally importantly, the rays are comfortable here in their surroundings and, unlike rays in the wild, they are also very familiar with people being in the water alongside them.”

The Stingray Splash experience is being offered by Ocean Quest, a venture owned and operated by Tim Ellett and Geoff Burne, in association with Kelly Tarlton’s.  Like Kelly Tarlton’s, Tim and Geoff are keen for people to learn and understand more about the ocean environment that surrounds New Zealand and its fishy inhabitants.

No dive or snorkelling experience is required for the Stingray Splash encounter and all equipment, including wetsuits, is provided.  Stingray Splash costs $99 per adult encounter, or $159 for one adult and one child. 

For further information, please visit www.kellytarltons.co.nz or call 0800 80 50 50.
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